District 2 Sheep Dog of the Year Championship

Mission Statement:  To support the sport of the border collie herding stock dog regionally.  Also to recognize and promote good livestock handling skills as well as the improvement of the District 2 border collie.  This shall be accomplished by having a friendly competition among District 2 trial events culminating in a Sheep Dog of the Year award.

1. Qualifying trials shall be those located within the boundary of District 2 as described by the USBCHA. 

2. There shall be a Dog of the Year recognized for each class: Open, Open Ranch/Pro-novice, Nursery, and Ranch/Novice. (the dog accumulates points)

3. Points shall be accumulated during each calendar year January to January.  (unfortunately 2011 shall have one exception, in  that since National Western Stock Show entries are now closed dogs should not accumulate points for 2011 Stock Show event)

4. Points shall be tallied with the same guide lines used by the USBCHA. 

5. There shall be no membership dues or requirements of the handlers and/or dogs.

6. Only handler’s (dog actually accumulates points) that reside within the District 2 region shall be eligible to accumulate points toward the District 2 Top Dog year end award.  To qualify as a District 2 resident the handler must have resided within the District 2 boundaries from January 1 to December 31 of the year in which they compete for this award.

7. Trial hosts within District 2 shall participate on a voluntary basis only. 

8. To be a participating trial, the trial host only needs to make known that they wish to be counted as a participating trial and agree to submit the final trial results to the recording volunteer.

9. Participating trial hosts are requested to donate $65.00 toward year- end awards no later than 30 days prior to the trial date. 

10. Qualifying trials need not offer all 4 classes (thus novice only trials can be a participating trial, as well as  open only trials the same)

11. Year end awards would be presented at the beginning of the next year (allowing for the last trial of the year to have points calculated). It would be great to plan a get together with dinner for the presentation of the awards. (Any suggestions for this would be appreciated)
12. Dogs receiving the Dog of the Year award may not continue to accrue points in that same class the following year, as long as there is a class that dog may advance to the next year.

13.  Exceptions for this would be Open dogs, which of course have no other class to advance to, and 2 year nursery dogs that are allowed to compete under the USBCHA rules for two years due to the age limitations.

14. In order to begin this first year on a level playing field a dog must not have placed first in 4 trials of the same class they wish to accumulate points toward the year end award, excepting open and nursery classes for the same reasons as mentioned in #12.

15. The dog and handler need not live in the District 2 area to participate in the year end competition. 

16. Points shall accumulate for the total of all trials each eligible dog has competed in for the calendar year.

17. A trial shall be defined as each separate run for a class in which the placing is tallied for that specific run. (example – two  trials held at one host location shall count as two separate qualifying trials for each dog participating)

18. The winning dog must have participated in a minimum of 7 qualifying District 2 trials.  The only exception may be for the Ranch/Novice dog in the event that there are less than 7 participating trial events.  In this case the Ranch/Novice dog of the year will need to have participated in at least 75% of the available qualifying trial events.

Please note the points will be tracked, the rest of the guidelines are on the honor system and self policed.

